

Risk Assessment
	Name of activity, event, and location
	Central Yorkshire Scouts – Festive Funday 2024 – Bramhope Scout Activity Campsite

Indoor Campfire
	Date of risk assessment
	26th November 2024
	Name of person doing this risk assessment
	Becky Burrell

	
	
	Date of next review
	26th November 2025
	
	



	What could go wrong?
What hazard have you identified?
What are the risks from it?
	Who is at risk?
	What are you going to do about it?
How are the risks already controlled?
What extra controls are needed?
How will they be communicated to young people and adults and remain inclusive to all needs?
	Review & revise
What has changed that needs to be thought about and controlled?

	General obstructions (equipment and other items) – risk of injuries to participants or leaders setting up, moving, or removing items.
	Young People
Volunteers
	Leaders should oversee setting up any equipment used for the activity and moving to where it is needed, especially on uneven or hazardous ground.
No one should carry larger or awkward items on their own.
Care to be taken to ensure equipment has fully cooled before moving it at the end of the session. 
	

	Rough wood – risk of splinters or blisters from handling. Injuries from nails or staples in hands. 
	Young People
Volunteers
	Leaders should instruct everyone to take care when moving wood/campfire. 
Young People supervised around wood and campfires, being instructed to stay clear of them.
Care must be taken when handling wood and strong gloves to be worn.
	

	Electricity and hot bulbs/wires – risk of burns 
	Young People
Volunteers
	Leaders should supervise young people around the fire. 
All young people should be supervised and guided to the seating around the campfire, avoiding close contact with the campfire itself.
The campfire circle to have restricted access to only those specified to set up or run the campfire.  
Brief young people on safe behaviour around the fire and the possible dangers of fire, before entering the building where the campfire is taking place. 
Explain the rules for the campfire circle: no picking up wood, no throwing objects onto the fire and to provide a clear barrier and safe distance for young people to minimise potential risk. 
Only allocated Leaders to turn on/off the fire. 
Appropriate footwear and clothing to be worn around fire. Avoid loose clothing - watch out for open coats, sleeves and neckers. Tie back loose hair. 
Do not reach over fire when switched on or recently after being switched off. 
Make sure there is an appropriate first aid kit available and that leader training is up to date.  
Make sure that cold water is available nearby for burns (not to be used to extinguish any fire caused by the indoor campfire model)  –  clear access to water supply. 
Only allocated Leader to handle the campfire and to do so with great care, especially after use as the model may stay warm.
Campfire to be switched off whenever not in use.
Campfire to be checked by allocated Leader prior to use. If any damage identified, then campfire to not be used and instead be put away safely (out of the reach of young people). 
Ensure escape route always clear.
	

	Wire – risk of falls/trips/slips over wire powering the campfire 
	Young People
Volunteers
	Leaders should instruct everyone to take care when moving wood/campfire. 
Young People supervised around wood and campfire, being instructed to stay clear of them.
Care must be taken when handling wood and strong gloves to be worn.
Allocated Leader to position the campfire safely, away from entrances/exits and out of pathway.
Lengths of wire to be taped to the floor (or covered by thick matting) and easily noticeable. Campfire Lead to instruct careful moving when around campfire and make all attendees aware of the hazards of tripping on/over the wire. 
During campfire, participants to be positioned away from wire. 
Campfire Lead to be extra vigilant and careful when moving around the campfire.
Once the activity has finished, allocated Leader to unplug and safely tidy away the campfire, prior to any movement of participants. 
Ensure escape route always clear.
	

	Behaviour – risk of overexcitement, especially at the start and end of the activity.
	Young People
Volunteers
	Close supervision of young people by adults. 
Relevant ratios to be met at all times. 
YP briefed on their individual responsibility to behave safely around fires and behaviour expectations prior to beginning activity (including method to control poor behaviour, raised voices etc. without needing to raise voice – e.g. raising hand in air to gain attention [quiet and stillness]). 
Close supervision of YP by adults.
Leaders running campfire to limit unnecessary movement. If movement required, Leader to provide clear instructions to ensure safety of all involved. 
	

	Pollutants from wood – risk of ill health to participants.
	Young People
Volunteers
	Only use natural wood where possible.  Avoid treated wood, such as some pallets or old fencing and furniture.
Check the wood used on the campfire before the activity and decide whether it’s suitable.  
	

	Individual needs – exclusion, injury, distress
	Young People
Volunteers
	Adaptations made to the activity to ensure all can access the fire. (e.g. ensure adequate space for a wheelchair user to join a campfire circle).
Adults briefed about supporting individual needs in advance.
Ensure escape route always clear.
Adults to support individual to evacuate the activity if required and move to a calmer quieter location. 
	

	Excessive raised voice – injury, vocal distress
	Young People
Volunteers
	Leaders running the campfire advised to control their voices and limit unnecessary raised voice.
Hydration sources to be on hand for Leaders to access.
YP to be advised of behaviour expectations prior to beginning activity (including method to control poor behaviour, raised voices etc. without needing to raise voice – e.g. raising hand in air to gain attention [quiet and stillness] 
Close supervision of YP by adults. 
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