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METHOD STATEMENT
FIREWORK DISPLAYS	 

The Powder Keg takes all reasonable steps in complying with the Health & Safety at Work Act 1974 and all other legislation made under the Act to ensure the health, safety and welfare of its employees, spectators, property and the general public.

The Powder Keg has a set clear procedure that is followed when planning and setting up a display to minimize the risk of injury and damage, this procedure is as follows:-

1.	 All potential display sites are visited by a member of the display team where a risk
assessment is carried out.
2. 	Check to ensure that the site is suitable to fire the display.
3. 	Check to make sure a safe distance from the crowd can be maintained. The distance from the crowd line to the nearest firework is always at least 30m.
4. 	Check to ensure a drop zone can be established to the back and / or sides of the firing site which must be free from vehicles, buildings and the general public.
5. 	Check for overhead obstructions e.g.. power cables, trees etc.
6. 	Check for proximity of hospitals, nursing homes etc.
7. 	Check provision of adequate fire fighting equipment.
8. 	Check and arrange with Client/Organiser re crowd barriers and stewarding of the display. GENERAL
· Smoking in the firing area is strictly prohibited.
· Only authorised personnel to be allowed into the firing area.
· Crowd spillage into any safe area during the firing of t he display will result in t he display being stopped. 
· If the operator in charge of the display is not completely satisfied with any aspect of t he event  e.g. crowd control, safety dropping zone or adverse weather conditions, he has the complete backing of the company to modify the display by withdrawing a type of firework, or even cancelling the display if he/she considers it unsafe to fire.
· The Client/Organiser is also advised that the crowd should be adequately controlled at the event and that
       the crowd line stipulated by The Powder Keg should be physically marked by tape and/or barriers. 
· Instructions are to be given to the Client/Organiser to contact the following:-
· The local Fire Brigade, local Police and where applicable the local Coast Guard, local  Aerodromes, local
· Harbour Authority, neighbouring Landowners and the local Authorities i.e.  local Council.
               (Please note: This is the responsibility of the Client/Organiser and not The Powder Keg Ltd.)



Control of Substances Hazardous to Health  Regulations (CoSHH 1988)

A risk assessment under the above  regulations  concluded  that  the  only  risk  to health  for  operators, spectators, and the general public was the possibility of bums, no other types of hazard were identified.

The risk of burns is controlled by the procedure adopted in the setting up and firing of displays  (see previous page).



Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992

A risk assessment for each display  if adhered  strictly to the regulations is necessary as each venue is unique and different  regarding  the risks presented. However to carry out an assessment at each display is impractical and a generic  assessment  was carried  out. The result being a policy that is followed by all display operators  to minimise the main risks identified. The policy is as follows:-

Vehicular access is an important consideration
The vehicle to be loaded or unloaded is to park as near to the set up area as possible to minimise the carry distance.
Mechanical aid e.g. Cart, vehicles etc. are to be used wherever possible, however  it is not always possible given the venue or terrain.
Where heavy or unwieldy loads have to be moved, they are to be moved by two or more operators.
Discretion  whether to stop any operation that is considered  unsafe is with the operator  in charge. All display operators are to be trained in good manual handling techniques.


Electricity  at Work Regulations 1989

The majority of equipment used on site is battery operated, however what is electrically operated is ll0V.
All cables' plugs and extensions are visually inspected each time they are used, if faults are found they are either repaired or the equipment not used.
The equipment is tested once every twelve months by a competent person, all inspections being
Recorded and held at our main office.






It is the opinion of the company that all reasonable foreseeable hazards associated with the setting up and firing of professional displays  have been addressed  and  adequately controlled, and  in doing  so have taken  all  reasonably   practicable steps  to ensure   the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  its  own  display operators, spectators, general public and property.


THE POWDER KEG
RISK ASSESSMENT
FIREWORK DISPLAYS


VENUE: Hesley Wood Scout Camp Site, White Lane, Chapeltown, Sheffield, S35 2YH
DATE: Saturday 28th May 2022    22.00hrs
To ensure the health and safety of yourself, your colleagues, spectators and the general public and compliance with the Health & Safety at Work Etc Act 1974 and all other legislation made under the Act, the following risk assessment must be carried out before any displays are fired. The assessment shall  be carried out by the operator in charge.

Note:  This document should be kept  legible, neat, on  site  and  easily  accessible. It should be  produced  on request by anyone who  has reason to view  it. e.g. Health &  Safety Inspectors, Local  Authority Inspectors, display organisers etc.



PLEASE DELETE AS APPROPRIATE. IF ANSWER IS 'NO' EXPLAIN



              1.      Is the site suitable for  the  type  of firework display being  fired? 	YES    /     NO



2 	Can the spectators be kept a safe distance from the fireworks?	YES   /   NO
                       (In  this case .......170.........metres)	

3 	Is there a sufficient "drop zone" established?	YES    /   NO



4	Is there someone responsible for crowd control? 	YES     /   NO


                     (Name:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .


                  NOTE: This is NOT the  responsibility of The Powder Keg

5        Has the crowd line been  physically marked?				     YES   /   NO

               6 	Is the  "fire area" free from overhead obstructions?	YES   /   NO



               7 	Who is responsible for the  testing of wi nd speed and  direction ?


Name: M Illingworth


Has he the responsibility to amend  / cancel the display?	YES

           8       Has all critical equipment been visually inspected		                YES   

             9 	Has all electrical equipment been  inspected by a competent person		YES
       in the last 12 months?
              10    Are there adequate exits from the site?				                  YES   /   NO
	         NOTE: This is NOT the  responsibility of The Powder Keg Ltd

              11     Is there adequate access for the emergency services?			     YES   /   NO 
	           NOTE: This is NOT the  responsibility of The Powder Keg Ltd

             12      Are there restraints on manual handling operations?		    YES   /   NO
13      Is it reasonable to request that the operators carry out these 
                    manual handling operations?						    YES   /   NO

	14      Are there suitable parking facilities?					    YES   /   NO
	          NOTE: This is NOT the  responsibility of The Powder Keg Ltd


  15          Are there any  hazards identified  under the CoSHH regulations?  	YES
          Explosive  fire hazard which has been dealt with separately
            (see method  statement)

	17        Has the company a suitable insurance policy that covers any 
	             possible claims resulting from this event?				    YES
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