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COUNTY FUNDAYS: GENERAL INFORMATION AND FAQs 

Q: What is the Funday and how does it differ from the Festive Fundays? 

Our ‘Summer’ Fundays are much less prescribed than our Festive Fundays. With the Festive Fundays, we have a much more limited number of attendees over a weekend and all attendees participate in everything, in pre-determined groups of young people on a rota basis for half a day. 

The ‘Summer’ Fundays are much more fluid, similar in nature to Challenge camps or other events, such as Cubadoodledoo (without the camping!). Our young people are encouraged to have the freedom to go around the campsite in their own groups (as they choose) and they decide which activities they want to take part in, in which order and whether they want to do the same activity more than once. 

Q: You mention young people having freedom, can they or do they have to be accompanied by leaders? 

As leaders, you know your young people best. 

It is extremely likely that Squirrels will be directly accompanied by leaders / adults as they go around the site so they can make the most of the Funday. 
As a general suggestion, it is more likely that Cubs will be able to, will enjoy and will benefit from having that freedom and independence. 
Some Beavers are more likely to need to direct support whilst others will thrive on the independence. 
However, as we all know, each of our young people (whatever age or section) is unique and subject to their own individual personalities or needs they may require closer supervision as part of a small group or on a 1:1 basis.  

This is entirely for you as leaders to decide. 

Q: Can Squirrels, Beavers or Cubs book direct rather than via their Scout Group? 

For various reasons, the ‘Summer’ Fundays require much greater adult support and therefore we are only able to accept bookings via scout groups where those groups can ensure that there are an appropriate number of leaders / adults (this could include parents who are helping) attending to support the young people and the event. 
Q: How much do the Fundays cost and what is included in the price? 

Beavers and Cubs: £20 
Squirrels: £15 
Adults / young leaders: no charge 

The cost of attending covers the cost of using Bramhope campsite, all relevant and required infrastructure and administration costs, a camp blanket badge (for all attendees – including volunteers), liquid refreshments and all activities. 

The Fundays are designed to ‘break even’ – i.e. all money paid for attendance will be spent on the Fundays. 

Q: What activities will be available? 

Providing we have sufficient volunteers with the requisite activity permits or training* and equipment available, we will be using all the onsite and County owned activities which are available, as well as hopefully activities we are able to borrow from districts, which we hope will include: 
	Archery*
Air Rifle Shooting*
Abseiling and climbing wall*
Backwoods cooking (S’mores) 
Bungee Run
Carnival type activities – Fish bowl pong, hook-a-duck, hoopla, limbo
Circus Skills 
Crate Stacking*
Frisbee Golf  
Giant Games 
Go Karts 
Grass Sledges
Lego 
Low Ropes
Tomahawk throwing* 
Traverse Wall 
Water Activities (TBC – this is a work in progress)*
Water Maze

There will be a craft tent with a variety of craft activities available. 

There will be a variety of additional activities run by leaders from across districts which will work towards various badges (which will be targeted for the relevant section on their day). Examples may include: Backwoods Cooking, Pioneering, Campcraft, Scientist / Experient. 

Subject to the number of attendees (and therefore the budget available) we also anticipate that we will be able to book external activity provision by way of inflatable obstacle courses / giant slides etc, a caving system and / or other exciting activities! 
Each day will, of course, end with a Campfire. 
Q: What times are the Fundays? 

Arrival / Start 

· All days will have arrival times from 9am (no earlier). 
· Beaver and Cub Fundays: activities start at 10am. 
· Squirrel Funday: activities start at 9:30am. 

Collection 

· Cubs Fundays will have staggered collection times between 5:15pm and 6pm (the specific times will be arranged once we have final numbers attending from each district so that collection is managed in a staggered and safe way).
· Beaver Funday will have staggered collection times between 4:45pm and 5:30pm (the specific times will be arranged once we have final numbers attending from each district so that collection is managed in a staggered and safe way).
· Squirrel Funday will have a collection time of 2:15pm. 

Due to the volume of attendees, car sharing (or travel by coach / bus if possible) is strongly recommended. 

It will also be essential that young people are collected at the correct times to assist with the flow of traffic and reduce congestion. 

Q: What will be the format for the Fundays? 

All activities will be open until lunchtime where they will close – this is to ensure that everyone can have lunch (including the leaders and activity providers). 

All attendees are asked to bring their own packed lunch as this is not provided in the cost of attendance. We will provide water and juice for young people as well as hot drinks for adults. 

After lunchtime the activities will re-open until they finish to get ready for campfire, before going home. 

We are hoping that the Squirrel Funday will feature a Teddy Bear’s Picnic at lunchtime too. 

Q: What is expected of Scout Groups before the Fundays? 

We ask that Scout Groups: 
· Offer the Fundays to your young people (where you are able to); 
· Ensure you get all appropriate forms completed and returned to us as soon as you are able and pay upon receipt of the invoice; 
· Share the relevant arrival and collection information and the kit list with parents (when available); 
· Support your districts if approached by them in relation to badge activities or crafts; 
· If finance is an issue, please contact your District team or us to see if we can arrange support; 
· If you believe your indicated numbers (as per the registration form) will be significantly different (i.e. a change in numbers by more than two or three – either increased or decreased) please keep us updated with a quick email; 
· Ensure all adult attendees read the risk assessments and incident plans that we share, notify parents of these as appropriate; 
· Get in touch with us if you have any questions. 

Q: What is expected of leaders and adults over the course of the Fundays? 

Over the days, we ask that you: 
· Support your young people; 
· Bring a first aid kit to attend to minor first aid requirements yourselves; 
· Support the event – groups will be allocated tasks on a rota basis (this may be supporting with an activity, managing a queue or similar). If adults do not attend the task they are allocated this may mean that the activity will not run which will cause disappointment for our young people but could result in larger ‘queues’ for the other activities. Our ambition is that there will be at least 1 activity for every 10 young people (noting that some activities can have more than one young person taking part at the same time) to minimise ‘queues’. 
· Let us know if you have a permit or qualification or specific desire to support with something in particular. 

Q: We have registered our interest, what happens next? 

For those who have registered interest, you will now be sent: 
1. Final Booking Form; 
2. Consent and health forms – both U18 and O18 for all attendees; 
3. A group spreadsheet; 
4. Air rifle permission forms (for Beavers and Cubs).  

We ask that, wherever possible, these are completed and returned to us by no later than: 
	Friday 17 May 2024 (for Cubs); and / or
Friday 24 May 2024 (for Beavers and Squirrels). 
However, the sooner you can give us final numbers the better for our planning purposes! 
We will be hosting an online information meeting on Tuesday 7 May 2024 at 8pm to share further information with leaders. If we can, we will record this to save and share and we will make the slides available to review also. 
We will also be placing all risk assessments and incident plans on the County Website. We ask that all adults (and young leaders) attending read and digest these to understand the risks and measures put in place which we hope all attendees will follow so that we can keep all our attendees as safe as possible. 

Q: We have not registered our interest, is it too late for our young people to attend?  

Not at all. We want as many of our young people to attend as are able to do so! 

The only ways that it will be too late to book places at the Fundays are: 

1. All 500 places for that particular day have been filled; or 
2. It is too close to the event so that we cannot update the attendees to ensure we can ensure all safety measures are in place for the proposed attendees. 

If you are now interested, please complete the applicable registration of interest form and return as soon as you are able. We will then send you the appropriate forms for completion. 

Q: Why are the deadlines for responding set at the time they are? 

As mentioned above, the money received from attendees is used to pay for the event. We therefore need to know how many attendees, and therefore how much money will be received, so we know what our budget is. 

If bookings are received too close to the event it may be much more difficult for us at such a late stage to be able to secure additional activities, due to availability, or to ensure we have enough resources for the appropriate number of young people for the activities we have already planned. 

Q: Why is there a limit to the number of attendees for each day? 

The limit takes into account the size of Bramhope Campsite so we can ensure the event is safe for all young people and adult attendees on the site. It also takes into account the number of activities we can host on the site to make the event as enjoyable as possible for all attendees and, lastly, takes into account the logistics of traffic and parking. 

We have previously run a number of events where this was the number of attendees and we know it is manageable but cannot be realistically extended. 

Q: The forms request dietary information for attendees. Why is this? 

It is likely that some of the activities will include food – i.e. backwoods cooking. We therefore need the dietary information so that we can ensure that we can cater for those with dietary requirements so they can take part in these activities. 

For leaders, we will provide hot and cold drinks and (hopefully) biscuits or similar. Therefore, again, dietary requirements will assist in ensuring we can cater for everyone. 

Q: Do we need to prepare our own risk assessments? 

As mentioned above, we will prepare risk assessments for the foreseen and anticipated elements of the Fundays. 
However, as leaders you may need to prepare or use any specific risk assessments to cover risks that you believe are specific to your drey/colony/pack (either as a whole or individuals) as these are not within the knowledge of the Funday team and so we are not the appropriate people to do so. 
Q: We would like our young people to be able to attend but are struggling to have (enough) leaders to attend with them. Is there anything can we do? 

There could be a number of options, as a group you can decide which is best for you. 
1. If you have one leader who is able to attend, can you supplement the adult attendance by asking some parents to support with that leader? 
2. Can you speak with your GSL to see if there may be other leaders in the wider group who might be able to support? 
3. Do you have connections with another leader in the district from another group who you might be able to ‘buddy up’ with? 
4. Can you speak with your relevant ADC or District Commissioner (District Lead Volunteer) to see if they can support or offer suggestions? 
5. If all the above fails, please contact us and we will see if there is anything that we can do to assist. 
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